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Report on OCEANIAFOODS
Barbara A. Burlingame OCEANIAFOODS is the INFOODS regional group with participants representing Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and the South Pacific Commission, which includes 22 island countries. The inaugural meeting was held in Canberra, Australia, in May 1987 [1] . The current status of food composition work and food tables and databases was presented, and areas of future work were discussed. The philosophy of the INFOODS secretariat was embraced, and some of the existing published practical guidelines on sampling, methods, data evaluation, and presentation were adopted.
At the second OCEANIAFOODS conference, held in November 1989 in Suva, Fiji, each country reported significant progress. Australia and New Zealand presented their first editions of food composition tables and databases [2] [3] [4] [5] , and the South Pacific Commission reported on the organization of its network of analytical bases.
The first conference identified goals for the two and a half years until the second conference, and many of these were achieved. Because of the proximity of the Oceania region to South-East Asia, close interaction between OCEANIAFOODS and ASEANFOODS was considered desirable. Relationships were established and have been made formal by the attendance of an ASEANFOODS representative at the second conference. Further collaborations and areas of interaction were discussed; these include inter laboratory trials and the joint development of standard reference materials.
Although much has been achieved by OCEANIAFOODS and the individual countries, the participants acknowledge that much work is still to be done. Australia and New Zealand will be working more closely with the South Pacific Commission to assist with generating data and producing food composition tables and databases for the region. Greater emphasis will be placed on inter-and intra-laboratory quality assurance, increasing the number of methods that carry Telarc and Necal registration in all laboratories, and developing standard reference materials appropriate for the area. Australia and New Zealand will continue their programmes of systematic nutrient analyses of foods and the preparation of supplements to their first editions of tables and databases. 
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